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OPENING A U S T R A L I A N H E L L E N I C EDUCATION AND PROGRESSIVE A S S O C I A T I O N ' S 
CONFERENCE. 1 . 1 0 . 7 6 
MR. KI0S0G0LUS, MY LORD MAYOR/ MY PARLIAMENTARY C O L L E A G U E THE L E A D E R OF THE 
O P P O S I T I O N , D I S T I N G U I S H E D GUESTS, L A D I E S AND GENTLEMEN : 
I T ' S A GREAT HONOUR FOR A D E L A I D E TO BE THE HOST C I T Y FOR THE A U S T R A L I A N 
H E L L E N I C EDUCATIONAL PROGRESSIVE A S S O C I A T I O N ' S 1 9 7 6 C O N F E R E N C E , AND ON 
B E H A L F OF A L L SOUTH AUSTRALIANS I WOULD L I K E TO WELCOME OUR I N T E R S T A T E 
V I S I T O R S . I ' M SURE YOU W I L L HAVE A MOST E N J O Y A B L E T I M E WHILE YOU ARE HERE 
1 & T H US: KNOWING THE H O S P I T A L I T Y AND GENEROSITY OF OUR GREEK COMMUNITY I 
THINK YOU W I L L REMEMBER YOUR A D E L A I D E CONFERENCE FOR MANY Y E A R S . 
T H I S IS THE F I R S T T I M E AHEPA HAS H E L D ITS CONFERENCE I N A D E L A I D E , B E C A U S E , 
WHILE YOUR ORGANISATION HAS BEEN A C T I V E I N A U S T R A L I A S I N C E 1 9 3 5 , I T WAS NOT 
U N T I L 1 9 7 3 THAT AN AHEPA CHAPTER WAS FORMED IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A . WHILE OUR 
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CHAPTER IS THE YOUNGEST MEMBER OF THE AHEPA F A M I L Y , I T IS A VERY HARD 
F O R K I N G AND E N T H U S I A S T I C A D D I T I O N , WITH THE D E D I C A T E D SUPPORTERS WHICH THE 
SOUTH A U S T R A L I A N CHAPTER CAN RELY ON, I WASN'T SURPRISED WHEN JOHN 
KIOSOGOLUS TOLD ME RECENTLY THAT THE CHAPTER MAY SOON BECOME A GRAND LODGE. 
IN ONLY A SHORT TIME A H E P A ' S MEMBERS HAVE DONE A M A G N I F I C E N T JOB IN BRINGING 
TO THE E N T I R E SOUTH AUSTRALIAN COMMUNITY THE S P I R I T AND O B J E C T I V E S OF T H E I R 
A S S O C I A T I O N . 
AS A R E S U L T , MORE SOUTH AUSTRALIANS HAVE BEEN A B L E TO LEARN OF THE TRADITIONS 
AND CULTURE OF THE GREEK P E O P L E , AND THE WAY THAT H E R I T A G E HAS I N F L U E N C E D 
NOT ONLY AUSTRALIAN L I F E , BUT L I F E THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 
THE GREEK P E O P L E HAVE AN OUTSTANDING I N T E L L E C T U A L , S O C I A L AND CULTURAL 
T R A D I T I O N . SO MUCH OF THE ORGANISATION OF COMMUNITY L I F E TODAY IS BASED 
ON PRECEPTS DEVELOPED IN GREEK C I V I L I S A T I O N S THROUGHOUT THE CENTURIES THAT 
I T IS EASY TO OVERLOOK A DEBT OF THIS S I Z E . A L L S O C I E T I E S HAVE B E N E F I T T E D 
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FROM GREEK LANGUAGE, A R T , L I T E R A T U R E , P O L I T I C A L THOUGHT AND MANY OTHER 
ASPECTS OF THE H E L L E N I C T T E E R A S E , NOT ONLY BY I M I T A T I O N AND A D A P T A T I O N , 
BUT THROUGH THE I N F L U E N C E . O F GREEK MIGRATION, AGAIN OVER T H E C E N T U R I E S , 
A U S T R A L I A OWES A GREAT D E A L TO THE GREEK P E O P L E WHO HAVE MADE T H I S COUNTRY 
T H E I R NEW HOME, AND OUR S T A T E , IN P A R T I C U L A R , HAS GAINED MUCH FROM THE IMPACT 
OF OUR GREEK COMMUNITY. THROUGHOUT SOUTH A U S T R A L I A GREEK P E O P L E HAVE 
J O I N E D I N WITHOUT H E S I T A T I O N AND MADE T H E I R CONTRIBUTION TO T H E DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE S T A T E . 
THEY HAVE BECOME FARMERS, STARTED T H E I R OWN B U S I N E S S E S , WORKED IN INDUSTRY 
4 K MADE A GREAT CONTRIBUTION TO THE P R O F E S S I O N S . IN E V E R Y T H I N G THEY HAVE 
D O N E , THE GREEK P E O P L E I N SOUTH A U S T R A L I A HAVE NOT-SPARED T H E I R S K I L L S AND 
E N E R G Y . 
A 
# ! I L E THEY HAVE BEEN H E L P I N G TO ENRICH A U S T R A L I A P H Y S I C A L L Y , THEY HAVE ADDED 
GREAT RICHNESS TO OUR S O C I A L AND CULTURAL L I F E AS W E L L . THE GREEK COMMUNITY 
HAS KEPT ITS H E L L E N I C T R A D I T I O N S , AND HAS SHARED THEM WITH A L L A U S T R A L I A N S . 
FOR TOO LONG HOWEVER, THE READINESS OF GREEK P E O P L E TO G I V E T H E I R NEW 
COUNTRY THE B E N E F I T S OF T H E I R HOMELAND WAS TREATED WITH SUSPICION OR 
H O S T I L I T Y BY MANY A U S T R A L I A N S . THERE WAS A VERY STRONG A T T I T U D E IN T H I S 
COUNTRY DURING THE LARGE SCALE MIGRATION OF THE F I F T I E S AND S I X T I E S , THAT 
ONCE A F A M I L Y CAME TO A U S T R A L I A THEY SHOULD FORGET T H E I R O R I G I N S , T H E I R .1: 
H E R I T A G E , T H E I R PAST AND CONCENTRATE ON BECOMING PART OF AN AMORPHOUS 
A U S T R A L I A . 
THAT A T T I T U D E IS CHANGING. MOST AUSTRALIANS NOW R E A L I S E THAT WE ARE A 
NATION OF D I V E R S E ETHNIC AND CULTURAL BACKGROUNDS AND THAT WE A L L GAIN FROM 
THAT D I V E R S I T Y . 
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ORGANISATIONS SUCH AS AHEPA HAVE H E L P E D BRING ABOUT THAT AWARENESS BY 
SHOWING THE COMMUNITY THE WEALTH OF OUR E T H N I C HERITAGES AND T H E I R 
R E L E V A N C E , I N D I V I D U A L L Y AND C O L L E C T I V E L Y , TO AUSTRALIAN L I F E . 
ALTHOUGH AT TIMES THE TASK HAS SEEMED FORMIDABLE AND THE PROGRESS 
I N P E R C E P T I B L E , THE CHANGE OF A T T I T U D E S OVER THE LAST TEN YEARS HAS BEEN 
Q U I T E S T A R T L I N G . A U S T R A L I A N F A M I L I E S NOW ENJOY GOING TO RESTAURANTS 
WHICH S P E C I A L I S E IN N A T I O N A L FOODS, THEY ARE BUYING HOMES WHICH HAVE BEEN 
I N F L U E N C E D BY EUROPEAN ARCHITECTURE AND THEY ARE WEARING CLOTHES WHICH HAVE 
| | E N DESIGNED BY P E O P L E WHO HAVE COME TO A U S T R A L I A FROM OTHER COUNTRIES. 
WE ARE NOW A MORE T O L E R A N T AND MORE A P P R E C I A T I V E S O C I E T Y , ALTHOUGH THE OLD 
A T T I T U D E S HAVE NOT D I S A P P E A R E D , BUT AS A T O T A L S O C I E T Y , THE PRESSURES I N 
A U S T R A L I A ARE NOT FOR ANONYMOUS INTEGRATION -AND THE SUPPRESSION OF 
I N D I V I D U A L I T Y . I T IS "THE R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y OF GOVERNMENTS TO R E F L E C T THAT FACT 
AND TO ENSURE THAT GOVERNMENT SERVICES PROVIDE EQUALLY FOR A L L C I T I Z E N S , 
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INCLUDING THOSE FROM N A T I O N A L M I N O R I T I E S . 
OUR SCHOOLS SHOULD HAVE CURRICULA WHICH RECOGNISE THAT NOT A L L CHILDREN 
COME FROM ANGLO-SAXON BACKGROUNDS AND WE MUST HAVE TEACHERS WHO CAN NOT ONLY 
WORK IN OTHER LANGUAGES BUT HAVE AN UNDERSTANDING OF AND F E E L I N G FOR THE 
I N F L U E N C E S OF VARIOUS CULTURES. 
GOVERNMENT S E R V I C E S MUST BE A D V E R T I S E D IN MANY LANGUAGES, AND THE I N T E R P R E T I N G 
F A C I L I T I E S NEED TO BE R E A D I L Y A V A I L A B L E IN S I T U A T I O N S WHERE GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENTS HAVE A FRONT COUNTER S I T U A T I O N . A T THE P O I N T WHERE A PERSON 
F I R S T CONFRONTS THE WORKINGS OF THE BUREAUCRACY, THERE SHOULD BE SOMEONE A B L E 
TO H E L P THOSE FOR WHOM E N G L I S H DOES NOT COME NATURALLY OR F L U E N T L Y . 
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AS WELL AS T H E S E E S S E N T I A L , I S S H A T E IMPROVEMENTS, A U S T R A L I A N S O C I E T Y , 
THROUGH THE F E D E R A L AND S T A T E GOVERNMENTS MUST BE MORE PREPARED TO H E L P 
S O L V E PROBLEMS OF A M O R E . S O C I O L O G I C A L NATURE WHICH A R I S E AS THE T R A D I T I O N S 
AND VALUES OF ONE COUNTRY -ARETERQDED OR A L T E R E D A F T E R B E I N G TRANSPLANTED IN 
THE ENVIRONMENT OF THE NBF COUNTRY. 
THE CARE OF OLD P E O P L E IN E T H N I C COMMUNITIES, THE S E T T I N G UP OF F U L L TIME 
E T H N I C RADIO AND THE SUPPORT. OF COMMUNITY CENTRES FOR N A T I O N A L GROUPS ARE 
AREAS WHERE AUSTRALIAN S O C I E T Y MUST BE PREPARED TO A S S I S T . 
% SOUTH A U S T R A L I A , THE GOVERNMENT HAS MADE MANY IMPROVEMENTS FOR E T H N I C 
GROUPS. WE HAVE PROVIDED I N T E R P R E T E R F A C I L I T I E S WITHIN GOVERNMENT, AND WE 
HAVE ENSURED THAT GOVERNMENT INFORMATION I S , WHERE P O S S I B L E , TRANSLATED AND 
P R I N T E D IN S E V E R A L LANGUAGES. OUR CONSUMER PROTECTION INFORMATION IN . 
P A R T I C U L A R , IS G I V E N S P E C I A L A T T E N T I O N SO THAT A L L THE CONSUMERS IN THE 
COMMUNITY ARE G I V E N - T H E SAME A S S I S T A N C E . 
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S P E C I A L COURSES HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED IN OUR SCHOOLS TO H I G H L I G H T THE 
A F F E R E N T CULTURAL STRANDS I N A U S T R A L I A TODAY AND OUR TEACHER T R A I N I N G 
METHODS NOW INCLUDE TEACHING IN F O R E I G N LANGUAGES. 
MY GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN DETERMINED THAT THE IMPROVEMENTS WE HAVE MADE IN THE 
L I V E S OF SOUTH AUSTRALIANS SHOULD BE SHARED BY EVERYONE IN THE COMMUNITY. 
WE WANT THE E T H N I C COMMUNITIES TO BE V I T A L COMPONENTS IN OUR S O C I E T Y . SOUTH 
A U S T R A L I A HAS A LONG HISTORY OF MIGRANT GROUPS S E T T L I N G HERE AND ADDING TO THE 
CHARACTER OF THE STATE WITH T H E I R CUSTOMS AND S K I L L S . THE GERMANS WHO F L E D 
HERE TO ESCAPE P E R S E C U T I O N , AND THE CORNISH WHO CAME TO MINE COPPER AND GOLD 
LAST CENTURY STARTED A T R A D I T I O N WHICH HAS BEEN REPEATED T H I S CENTURY 
E S P E C I A L L Y A F T E R 1 9 4 5 . 
THEY HAVE A L L CONTRIBUTED TO MAKING OUR S T A T E U N I Q U E , AND THE GREEK COMMUNITY 
HAS MORE THAN PLAYED ITS PART, AND MY GOVERNMENT HAS ALWAYS APPRECIATED T H E 
. A D V I C E AND SUPPORT OF THE GREEK P E O P L E . 
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WE WERE VERY P L E A S E D WHEN T H E SOUTH AUSTRALIAN CHAPTER OF AHEPA WAS FORMED, 
AND WERE D E L I G H T E D AT I T S SUCCESS AND ENTHUSIASM. 
T H I S CONFERENCE W I L L I AM S U R E , G I V E I T EVEN MORE ENCOURAGEMENT IN I T S TASK 
OF G I V I N G MORE SOUTH AUSTRALIANS A B E T T E R A P P R E C I A T I O N OF T H E GREEK P E O P L E , 
AND ALSO TO REPRESENT T H E GREEK P E O P L E IN T H E COMMUNITY AT L A R G E . 
I T HAS BEEN A PLEASURE TO SPEAK TO YOU T H I S MORNING AND TO OPEN YOUR 
CONFERENCE. 
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